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In early May, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front's (FMLN) top leaders Shafick Handal,
Joaquin Villalobos, Leonel Gonzalez, Ferman Cienfuegos and Roberto Roca met to discuss the
status of the 1992 Salvadoran peace accords, leading to a stinging condemnation of government
delays in fulfilling its commitments. To pressure the government to comply, the FMLN plans to
submit a new accord compliance timetable to United Nations Secretary General Butros Butros Ghali.
Following are some of the most concerning examples of government noncompliance singled out by
the FMLN leaders: * Major delays in deployment of the new National Civil Police (Policia Nacional
Civil, PNC). Under the current accord timetable, PNC deployment should have been completed in at
least ten of the country's 14 departments before the March 1994 general elections. According to the
FMLN, given the current pace and extent of government foot-dragging, PNC deployment will only
be completed in seven departments prior to the elections. * Under terms of the peace accords, the
National Police would gradually be reduced and then dissolved entirely, to be replaced by the PNC.
Instead, according to the FMLN, not only have there been no reductions, but the National Police
has actually expanded to over 10,000 members. At the same time, the National Police has received
extensive government financing, in contrast to the PNC, which faces serious logistical difficulties
due to lack of funds. * The government has further attempted to undermine consolidation of the
new civilian police force as foreseen in the peace accords by attempting to get active duty and
discharged military officers hired to PNC leadership posts. * Several major problems have emerged
in the process of distribution of farmland to demobilized rebel and army combatants. On the one
hand, the government is far behind schedule in handing out land. And, on the other hand, many
of the former combatants who did receive parcels have been unable to obtain needed credit. In
some cases, banks have conditioned loan approval on payment of outstanding debt obligations
left by the previous owners of the land. The FMLN has called on the government to sponsor a
preferential interest-rate loan program for land redistribution beneficiaries. * None of the reforms
to the judicial system outlined in the Truth Commission Report have been carried out. According
to Leonel Gonzalez, in contrast to these and other instances of government noncompliance, there is
only one point with which the FMLN must still comply: destruction of the last remaining surfaceto-air missiles from the rebel arsenal, which is scheduled for June, after the armed forces purge is
complete. On May 5, the FMLN formally requested that the National Peace Commission (Comision
Nacional para la Consolidacion de la Paz, COPAZ) support the rebel proposal for a new compliance
timetable. COPAZ is comprised of representatives from the government, political parties, and
the FMLN. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 04/22/93,
05/03/93; Agence France-Presse, 05/03/93)
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